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As the U.S. DOT proceeds with its Comprehensive Safety Analysis 2m-0 Initiative 
and considers all the suggested ways to improve how it monitors and assesses the 
safety of the motor carrier industry, the Oregon Freight Advisory Committee 
respectfully urges the DepaRment to address three weaknesses that threaten to 
undermine safety efforts nationwide. 

1. Currently some states prohibit law enforcement officers and safety inspectors 
from using weigh station records for regulatory enforcement purposes, in spite of 
the fact that this is an invaluable tool for checking driver logbooks and finding 
fatigued drivers before they cause truck-at-fault accidents. A national policy is 
needed to correct this deficiency for both truck safety and homeland security 
reasons. 

2. An increasing number of trucks are using transponders so they can be weighed- 
in-motion and electronically screened at highway speed by weigh station 
preclearance systems. But some states are distributing a transponder that cannot 
be enrolled in certain other states’ preclearance systems. In Oregon, this restrictive 
usage policy has led to unnecessary congestion at weigh stations and a waste of 
state and industry resources. Our weigh stations are less efficient and less able to 
identify unsafe trucks. A national policy is needed to remove institutional barriers to 
transponder interoperability. 

3. Oregon’s weigh station preclearance systems all include weigh-in-motion scales 
because this state recognizes that truck weight is both an infrastructure and safety 
issue. Yet some states are allowed to install weigh station preclearance systems 
that don’t include weigh-in-motion scales. A national policy is needed to declare that 
states receiving Highway Trust funds have an overriding obligation to protect their 
highway and bridge infrastructure. 

The Oregon Legislature created this Freight Advisory Committee and charged it 
with advising the Oregon Transportation Commission and regionally-based advisory 
groups about transportation issues. We appreciate the opportunity to provide 
comments for this national safety initiative. The issues addressed here have 
impacts on safety that reach far beyond this state’s borders. 

Tom Zelgnka, Chair 
Oregon Freight Advisory Committee 
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